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Abstract

The basic research question of this study will be to examine the nature of power
dynamics in the Pacific Ocean Region, where power competitions and rivalry have
been rising among international and non-international actors. The purposes are to
analyze the relations of rivals, which depend on the change of power dominance,
geographical issues, resources, and threats in the sea. The research question of the
study to focus is: why have geopolitical tensions accentuated in the Pacific Ocean? In
this context, the method of studying the South China Sea territorial disputes involve
use of both qualitative and quantitative data from both officially published policies
and documents, as well as other methods such as face to face interview with some of
the policy experts and use of geospatial data. In this paper, the theory of choice is the
Offensive realism using analysis of the famous strategist John Mearsheimer to
analyze the behavior of states, security dilemma and the quest for hegemony in a
certain region. This research is important because Pacific Ocean is vital, is security
and economical interests to global markets. Further studies should focus on the
effects of the new technologies in continuation of the power relations in the region.
These include territorial disputes and resource competition, causing security
competition; coupled with increase of China, states strive for maximum power and
influence. Thus, it is for the main reason that the Pacific Ocean is a vital theatre for
power contestations that define not only the regional political dynamics but the
global ones as well that require constant observation and collective effort to be
maintained.
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INTRODUCTION

It is important to point out that the Pacific Ocean represents one of the hotspots of power
struggles in which different global and regional actors are involved (Smith & Johnson, 2022).
Thus, the aim of this research paper is to examine the relations of power in the Pacific Ocean
prism, assess the changes of the relations and their influence on the Pacific security
configuration. Thus, based on analyzing historical contexts, main players and their actions, and
new coalitions, the objective of this work is to define a more complex relationship between
interests and incidents in the Pacific Ocean space. Indeed, the Pacific ocean occupies a pivoting
position and holds very significant status in the global map. Thus it covers a wide geographical
region, contains access to rich natural resources and sea ways, and many strategically located
islands. These factors have fostered competition between major players with regards to
realizing their agendas, establishing hegemony, and protecting the security of the sea (Bradford
et al., 2022).

BACKGROUND OF THE CASE STUDY TOPIC

This paper aims to analyse and discuss the issues related to power transition in the Pacific
Ocean due to its geographical location and ample resources (Smith & Johnson, 2022). Largely
covering nearly all the area of the globe’s surface, the Pacific ocean is a world encompassing
strategic sea-lanes and fishing grounds and suspected oil, gas, and mineral resources. It is not
only an important center of commerce but plays the key role of linking large economic zones in
Asia, North America and other parts of the world. Currently the Pacific ocean has been
associated with colonialism, power and territorial conflicts. The region saw intense rivalry by
European countries hence development of colonies and trading stations. Pacific theatre also
had operational importance in second world war, there were naval battles and other military
actions took place.

After the World War Il the United States took the center stage in the Pacific giving itself a
military and an allied presence. The American-led system meant more stability of the region
characterised by freedom and openness of sea lines, commerce and economics.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CASE STUDY AND ITS RELEVANCE TO THE FIELD

The subject of power contestation in the Pacific Ocean can be regarded as the case of great
importance and pertinence for the study of International Relations and geopolitics. Here are
some of the important points to support the above statement:

A. STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE

The pacific ocean is one of the four principal oceans of the world that play an important
role from the strategic aspect owing to its size, resources and importance of shipping channels.
It is important to pay attention to the power relations in this part of the world to appreciate the
power struggle that characterizes the world politics and the emerging balance of power system
(Smith & Johnson, 2022).
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B. GEOPOLITICAL SHIFTS
The Pacific Ocean region has experienced geopolitical changed in the recent past especially with
China becoming a world economic powerhouse and its aggressive stance in the region (Jones &
Brown, 2022).
C. REGIONAL SECURITY
Relating to power politics, conflicts over power in the Pacific Ocean area affects security in the
region. The great power competition combined with territorial claims, scarcity of resources, and
military actions increases the risks of tensions between the two countries (Bradford et al., 2022).
D. GLOBAL ECONOMIC INTERESTS
The Pacific Ocean is one of the most important locations in world economy since it carries out
immense importation/exportation activities. Again, power struggles within this area are for
various reasons such as access to market, control resources and market circuits among others
(Ohiorhenuje & Johnson, 2022).
E. MULTILATERAL COOPERATION
From the content of this case, we see that the multilateral cooperation and alliances become
the way necessary to regulate power rivalry. Bilateral and multilateral mechanisms such as the
Quad and other regional approaches are aimed at creating a space for discussion and
cooperation among the main actors (Bradford et al., 2022).
F. POLICY IMPLICATIONS
As revealed in the research on contesting power in the Pacific Ocean, the study has immediate
politico-security policy relevance at the state, interstate, regional and international levels for the
governments, international actors and regional groups planning to engage in this strategically
crucial and sensitive region (Jones & Brown, 2022).
G. ACADEMIC CONTRIBUTION
The case study avails the identified gaps that are inherent in the literature on power
contestations in the Pacific Ocean noted as follows:

In understanding actors, interests and strategies in this geo-political games in the Pacific
Ocean this study help to improve the understanding of contestation of power.
H. GAPS AND LIMIT
They have also revealed the gaps and limitations of the studies done before hence guiding the
researchers on the future research to be conducting. It just underlines the importance of the
further research of the new geopolitical phenomena, the influence of the economic
confrontation, the role of the multilateral structures in the regulation of the conflict in the
Pacific Ocean area.
L. ACQUIRE GAIN
Thus, the research paper has examined the key elements of the current South China Sea
situation: the motivations of the key players like China, the US, regional states and the strategies
that they employ. Thus, it has looked into how these conflicting sources influence the levels of
security and stability in the regional environment, how these conflicts may spiral up in a more
severe level, and the provisions of international law in kin recognition conflicts.

271

Policy Journal of Social Science Review @

PJSSR



https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3006-4635
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3006-4627

ISSN (Online): 3006-4635
ISSN (Print): 3006-4627
https://journalofsocialsciencereview.com/index.php/PJSSR

Vol. 3 No. 1 (2025)

WHY HAVE GEOPOLITICAL RIVALRIES INCREASED IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN?

Currently, the level of competition between nations in the Pacific region has risen to a higher
level and thus there is importance in emphasizing on the factors that have led to this situation
(Smith & Johnson, 2022). The important reason for elaborating this research question is as
follows:

Shift in Power Relations: As for this study’s purpose, the evolution of the power relations
is meant to explain how they enhanced the geopolitical competitions (Jones & Brown, 2020)
There are territorial disputes such as; the south China sea (Song and Keyuan 2000, Nguyen Hong
2001) all these are in the pacific ocean. These are conflicts with the long-standing superpower
confrontation where concepts of sea zones, islands, and resources come into question.

A. RESOURCE COMPETITION

The Pacific Ocean has enormous wealth of natural resources such as fish, oil and gas and
minerals. These resources have therefore become issues of conflict among different state and
have led to rivalry (Smith & Johnson, 2022).

B. MARITIME SECURITY CONCERNS

They are also being influenced by the geopolitical rivalry that exists within the Pacific Ocean as
well as other aspects of security of the sea. Since states continue to guard their rights in the
seas and their sovereignty over important straights, competitions and animosities can arise
(Bradford et al., 2022).

C. INFLUENCE AND REGIONAL HEGEMONY

The conflicts that take place in the astro turf of Pacific Ocean are usually resultant from the
struggle for power and political dominance. Larger states like the US and China compete for
gaining territorial influence and to influence the international system (Mearsheimer, 2001).

D. HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Significantly, history of the Pacific Ocean region has not been irrelevant to the present day
political tensions. Syria crises and conflicts originated from political experience; colonization put
into practice different political and social systems many of which till today have influenced the
geopolitical traits of the region as examined by Smith and Johnson (2022).

Thus, while undertaking this research to answer the given research question on the
increased geopolitical rivalries in the Pacific Ocean and their implications, this study seeks to
advance knowledge on the drivers and dynamics of such rivalries. Since the results of the
analysis will have implications in the implementation of frameworks for coordinated
cooperation and mutual understanding, policymakers, scientists, and investors in the Pacific
Ocean will be in a position to develop strategies and plans for a stable relationship.
GEOPOLITICAL RIVALRIES IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN
Various scholars have delved into the changing power distribution in the Pacific Ocean and
consequent raised competition (Jones & Brown, 2022). These works explain the rise of a new
power and vigor of the international system in Asia that threatens to challenge the world
powers, particularly the United States (Arms 2001). There is a list of philosophical intentions of
such actions, for instance, China’s aim to regain its ancient glory (Ping and Huntington, 2021)
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and the United States’ intention to defend its allies and interests (Bradford, Lewis, Graham, and

Cilluffo, 2022).

A. TERRITORIAL DISPUTES

There are basically two kinds of territorial disputes in the sea, Territorial Disputes in the South

China Sea has gained a lot of attention because the area is one of the centers of conflict in the

sea (Song & Keyuan, 2000; Nguyen Hong, 2001). Experts make an evaluation of the factual

backgrounds, legal standings, and consequences of the respective disputes on the region. It

focuses on reviewing the measures taken by states to proclaim their ownership of the territories

with the use of artificial islands and the military facilities (Smith & Johnson, 2022).

B. RESOURCE COMPETITION

According to the literature, resource competition as a major factor for geopolitical conflicts in

the Pacific Ocean (Smith & Johnson, 2022). There are specific studies regarding the economical

and strategical nature of assets like fish, oil and natural resources stocks.

C. MARITIME SECURITY CONCERNS

Existing literature has devoted much attention to explaining how the maritime security threat

poses encourage heightened competition (Bradford et al., 2022). They also look at the aspect of

sea lines of communication, naval force and the safeguarding of the marine related interests

within the region of pacific Ocean.

D. INFLUENCE AND REGIONAL HEGEMONY

You should remember that the striving for domination and hegemony in the region is an

essential characteristic of the Pacific Ocean power rivalry (Mearsheimer, 2001). Scholars study

capabilities and activities of major powers with regard to exercises of influences, diplomacy, and

search for allies to shape the regional systems (Jones & Brown, 2022).

E. HISTORICAL CONTEXT

There is research indicate the historical context of the Pacific Ocean region (Smirichina, Johnson

& Bingley & Coombs, 2022). Academician assess colonial imprints, past enmities and historical

processes that inform the regional relations.

F. IMPLICATIONS FOR REGIONAL STABILITY

Many more works are devoted to observing the dangers of heightened tensions in the Pacific

Ocean due to the intensification of interstate conflicts (Bradford et al., 2022). Scientists study

the threats, issues, and conflict in the relationships of these rivalries (Jones & Brown, 2022).
From these areas, the literature review gives a clear picture on the drivers to increased

geopolitical rivalry in the Pacific Ocean and their implications.

SOUTH CHINA SEA TERRITORIAL DISPUTES

The territorial disputes in the South China Sea serve as a compelling case study that shows the

processes of the rising geopolitical tensions within the Pacific Ocean region (Song He Keyuan,

2000; Nguyen Hong, 2001). South China Sea which is important strategically for the nations of

the Asia Pacific region has been claimed by China, Vietnam, Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, and

Taiwan.
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A. HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The history of the South China Sea disputes is deep rooted and pegged back to the colonial
times with different historical records on the sovereignties of the islands (Smith & Johnson,
2022).

B. RESOURCE COMPETITION

There are claims that the resources signify another motive for conflict since the South China Sea
region is endowed with fertile fishery, oil, and non-vascular deposits (Smith & Johnson, 2022).
That is why volatile areas are of great importance in fishing, oil and gas production, and,
perhaps, mining.

C. MARITIME SECURITY CONCERNS

The South China Sea is very important internationally as many deal passage through this area
since most of the global trade flow through the sea (Bradford et al., 2022). The factors that
intensify the rivalries involve the freedom of navigation in sea lines, control and protection of
national interest over the seas.

D. GREAT POWER COMPETITION

Arising issues have attracted the interest of leading superpowers in the world, especially the
United States and China (Mearsheimer, 2001). It also means that the involvement of these great
powers increases the rivalries (Jones & Brown, 2022).

E. REGIONAL COOPERATION AND TENSIONS

There are other regional players that have contributed toward the management of the
disagreements for example the Association of South East Asian Nations or ASEAN (Bradford et
al., 2022). However, certain differences concerning the approaches, self-interests, and the
constraints of the ASEAN consensus that has led to slow down the process of solving the rivals.
It is due to the size of the Pacific Ocean that the number of countries it borders so many nations
such as Australia, Chile, Japan, and the United States.

5. ANALYZING AVAILABLE DATA

Identify Relevant Data Sources Identifying a range of reliable and diverse data sources that offer
details about the competitive animosities involving the countries within the Pacific Ocean
region (Smith & Johnson, 2022).

A. QUALITATIVE DATA EXAMINATION

Based on the analysis | will introduce qualitative data that will help me further understand
motives, tactics, and attitudes of actors involved in the rivalries (Jones & Brown, 2022). Data
collected from surveys and interviews of cases, policy analysis, cables, and histories. Engage in
data analysis that involves coding and sorting of the qualitative data in relation to common
themes and other data patterns.

B. GEOSPATIAL AND SATELLITE IMAGERY ANALYSIS

Use cartographic information and imagery to understand physical processes and boundaries of
the Pacific Ocean (Ping & Huntington, 2021).
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C. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

In order to evaluate the presented information and establish relationships between indicators,
use a quantitative-comparative analysis of multiple countries and regional organizations
involved in the rivalries (Smith & Johnson, 2022).

D. LIMITATIONS AND CONTEXTUALIZATION

As much as possible, understand the limitations and bias of data that are gathered from the
different sources. Some of the issues include; quality of the data, revolution in data collection,
or the circumstances under which the data was collected (Bradford et al., 2022).

As pointed out by quantitative methods and taking into account all the limitations and
the context the paper provides a profound understanding of the tendencies of the
augmentation of geopolitical rivalries in the Pacific Ocean.

THEORETICAL AND THE CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE CASE STUDY

In an effort to build the theoretical and conceptual framework for the case-study, particular
attention has been paid to the offensive realism that is a theory within the field of international
relations with reference to the works of John Mearsheimer’s (Mearsheimer, 2001).

A. OFFENSIVE REALISM

Offensive realism as pushed by John Mearsheimer (2001) has it that states are primarily
motivated by the pursuit of power in a context of anarchy. This was highlighted on the basis that
states aim at attaining the highest possible political authority with the aim of enhancing their
capability in the intergovernmental system.

B. SECURITY DILEMMA

According to offensive realism, the security dilemma is a concept which reflects the situation
wherein an attempt made by one state to enhance security is viewed as a threat to other states
(Mearsheimer 2001).

C. BALANCE OF POWER

Essentially, the balance of power is an important principle in helping to understand the thesis in
Offensive Realism as highlighted by Mearsheimer (2001). According to it, state wants to have a
balance in the anarchical international system and want to stand either in a position of power or
a better position to ensure they survive.

D. SECURITY COMPETITION AND ZERO-SUM MINDSET

Offensive realism focuses more on the self-interested action of states, particularly establishing
that, in the international system, the accomplishment of one state mean loses to other states,
(Mearsheimer 2001). It is a zero-sum game in which states work to reduce the power of other
states to threaten the primary state in order to increase their own security.

E. REGIONAL HEGEMONY AND POWER MAXIMIZATION

According to offensive realism, a significant aspect is the visions of a regional empire and
maximization of power (Mearsheimer, 2001). Belly-up states strive for local hegemony and the
non-emergence of competitors, as all states are programmed to survive.
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In an effort to build the theoretical and conceptual framework for the case-study, particular
attention has been paid to the offensive realism that is a theory within the field of international
relations with reference to the works of John Mearsheimer’s (Mearsheimer, 2001).

A. OFFENSIVE REALISM

Offensive realism as pushed by John Mearsheimer (2001) has it that states are primarily
motivated by the pursuit of power in a context of anarchy. This was highlighted on the basis that
states aim at attaining the highest possible political authority with the aim of enhancing their
capability in the intergovernmental system.

B. SECURITY DILEMMA

According to offensive realism, the security dilemma is a concept which reflects the situation
wherein an attempt made by one state to enhance security is viewed as a threat to other states
(Mearsheimer 2001).

C. BALANCE OF POWER

Essentially, the balance of power is an important principle in helping to understand the thesis in
Offensive Realism as highlighted by Mearsheimer (2001). According to it, state wants to have a
balance in the anarchical international system and want to stand either in a position of power or
a better position to ensure they survive.

D. SECURITY COMPETITION AND ZERO-SUM MINDSET

Offensive realism focuses more on the self-interested action of states, particularly establishing
that, in the international system, the accomplishment of one state mean loses to other states,
(Mearsheimer 2001). It is a zero-sum game in which states work to reduce the power of other
states to threaten the primary state in order to increase their own security.

E. REGIONAL HEGEMONY AND POWER MAXIMIZATION

According to offensive realism, a significant aspect is the visions of a regional empire and
maximization of power (Mearsheimer, 2001). Belly-up states strive for local hegemony and the
non-emergence of competitors, as all states are programmed to survive.

OVERVIEW OF RELEVANT LITERATURE AND IDENTIFICATION OF GAPS

In an effort to build the theoretical and conceptual framework for the case-study, particular
attention has been paid to the offensive realism that is a theory within the field of international
relations with reference to the works of John Mearsheimer’s (Mearsheimer, 2001).

A. OFFENSIVE REALISM

Offensive realism as pushed by John Mearsheimer (2001) has it that states are primarily
motivated by the pursuit of power in a context of anarchy. This was highlighted on the basis that
states aim at attaining the highest possible political authority with the aim of enhancing their
capability in the intergovernmental system.

B. SECURITY DILEMMA

According to offensive realism, the security dilemma is a concept which reflects the situation
wherein an attempt made by one state to enhance security is viewed as a threat to other states
(Mearsheimer 2001).
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C. BALANCE OF POWER

Essentially, the balance of power is an important principle in helping to understand the thesis in
Offensive Realism as highlighted by Mearsheimer (2001). According to it, state wants to have a
balance in the anarchical international system and want to stand either in a position of power or
a better position to ensure they survive.

D. SECURITY COMPETITION AND ZERO-SUM MINDSET

Offensive realism focuses more on the self-interested action of states, particularly establishing
that, in the international system, the accomplishment of one state mean loses to other states,
(Mearsheimer 2001). It is a zero-sum game in which states work to reduce the power of other
states to threaten the primary state in order to increase their own security.

E. REGIONAL HEGEMONY AND POWER MAXIMIZATION

According to offensive realism, a significant aspect is the visions of a regional empire and
maximization of power (Mearsheimer, 2001). Belly-up states strive for local hegemony and the
non-emergence of competitors, as all states are programmed to survive.

SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH

Concrete suggestions for future work in the area of the rising geopolitical intensity of the
Pacific:.

REGIONAL COOPERATION AND CONFLICT MANAGEMENT

a. Examine the possible regional cooperation mechanisms for the management and
mitigation of geopolitical competition in the Pacific. Pregnant influence of technological
achievements

b. Examine the role played by emerging technologies, including artificial intelligences,
cyber capabilities and space systems, in shaping the geopolitical dynamics of competition in the
Pacific region.

c. We show how economic interdependencies and trade links can shape the game of
geopolitical competition. Environmental problems and thumbs up
d. Analyse the way in which environmental issues, including climate change, resource

depletion and natural disasters, interact with geopolitical competition in the Pacific region. Fr.
New and dynamic actors of power

e. Explore the role of non -state entities, such as multinational companies, organized
criminal networks and civil society organizations, in the formation of the dynamics of power and
rivalry in the Pacific Ocean. Phone Soft Power Contest

f. Analyze the contribution of soft power in the framework of geopolitical competition in
the Pacific Ocean.
g. Discuss the effects of transnational health emergencies, e.g., the recent COVID-19

pandemic, on trans-Pacific geopolitical rivalries. These proposed areas of future research are
intended to complement the understanding of the intricate processes involved in geopolitical
competition in the Pacific Ocean.
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FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIVE DISCUSSION

The conclusion of the paper Contesting Power in the Pacific Ocean Geopolitiocal Dynamics and
Rivalries and several others, including the South China Sea case study, are major analyses of
contestation over power in the Pacific basin, and even to a greater extent for the case study of
the South China Sea.

Results of this research article indicate the strategic significance that the South China
Sea is the theater of a great power competition. Conflicts over territory, especially those
between China and land to the south, west and north of China, have sown the anxieties that
constitute a regional security and stability dilemma.

In addition, the paper previously described the reactivity of territorial individuals (e.g.
(members of the ASEAN member states) to the scale of the scale of the perceived conflict and
regionalization. The review paper already provides us with some insight into the two competing
power structures as the "actors" of the Pacific and, more specifically, the South China Sea. It is
of highest interest in the complexity of territorial display, power projection, economic rivalry
and its impact on regional security in the realm of international politics.
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